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OLDBURY ON SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the  

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING  

Held on 28th June 2020 @ 7.00pm via Zoom 

 
 

Present: Cllr Keith Sullivan (chair), Cllr Sheila Bedford, Peter Farrell (webmaster), Angela Conibere (Hall 

committee rep) 

 

Clerk: Emma Pattullo  

 

1 To receive apologies 

Not required. All invited attendees were present. 

KS noted that Tina Bird has resigned from the committee.  

AC was welcomed to the committee. 

2 To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on 25th February 2020 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as an accurate record and will be signed by the Clerk pp 

the Chairman due to this being a virtual meeting. 

3 Website 

3.1 To review website statistics 

PF had provided website statistics for the past month. This site continues to have steady use and has now 

reached 250,000 hits with 34,000 different users. The shop, hall and playing fields pages are well used, as 

is the calendar. 

Post meeting note: Monthly stats would be useful. PF to produce a table giving monthly visits and users. 

Also, action carried forward from the last meeting: to report on the ten least visited pages.  

3.2 To review progress on Accessibility Regulations compliance 

By September 2020, we need to have made or have plans in place to make reasonable adjustments to the 

website to allow accessibility to those with disabilities or who use assistive technology (e.g. screen readers, 

keyboard navigation, high contrast screens). We also need to produce an accessibility statement explaining 

what steps have been taken towards compliance, what is planned and what has been deemed not 

reasonable. 

PF is planning to rebuild the website using a more advanced template. This should address some of the 

current issues, especially use of adaptive extensions, clarity of pages when opened on mobiles or tablets 

and similar.  

PF has also started to adjust hyperlinks for easier use of screen reader (i.e. so the hyperlink itself describes 

what it points to, rather than all saying ‘click here’.   

EP will draft the accessibility statement, though this may need revisiting once the website rebuild is 

complete, and will determine what further work is required. 

PF will then provide a quote for additional hours needed to make the website compliant. 

Action ongoing – EP/PF 

Action: PF 
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3.3 To consider presentation of Memorial Hall committee information 

AC described what the hall committee would like to have available on their website. It had been suggested 

that the hall should have its own website but this seems wasteful for the hall to pay for another website 

rather than use the community website pages.  

The web page needs to promote the hall and give an overview of the facilities available . It would also be 

useful to instigate the online booking form or at least, have an online enquiry form for bookings.  

The hall committee are planning some redecoration and will then take the opportunity to take new photos of 

the facilities.  

AC agreed to discuss further at the next hall committee meeting and report back to this committee. 

4 To determine the way forward with Welcome Packs 

TB has resigned from the committee but still has the current welcome packs.  

 

 

It was noted that unless there is a good distribution system, some new residents would be likely to receive 

packs whilst others didn’t. This might be done using a combination of councillor local knowledge and 

perhaps some identified ‘contacts’ for each street or area who would be asked to pass on details of arrivials 

to the village.  

SB offered to take on coordination of the distribution system and to look at possible improvements to the 

content. 

 

5 To receive update on mailing list 

EP/PF have drafted an email to go to those on the current mailing list asking if they would like to stay on it. 

PF will send this to the current list.  

 

It would be possible to add a sign-up box to the website so people could ask to join the list via that. 

6 To discuss promotion of playing fields and pavilion 

6.1 Finger posts 

EP will investigate costs to produce finger posts signs to show “Playing Fields and Pavilion”. 

 

KS will investigate possible locations, at the end of Westmarsh Lane and at the Chapel Road/Church Road 

junction.  

 

6.2 Listing on HallsHire website 

EP will liaise with pavilion booking secretary to list the Pavilion on “Hallshire.com” website . 

6.3 Monitor usage of outdoor area 

Action EP 

Action EP 

Action: EP to contact TB and 

arrange to retrieve welcome packs 

Action: SB to look into distribution 

and content of welcome packs 

Action: PF to send mailing list email 

Action: KS 
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This has been irrelevant during lockdown as the playing fields have been closed. Action to be carried 

forward once the facilities are open as normal. 

6.4 Information at the playing fields 

The information on the playing fields noticeboard is out of date and hard to read. New copies, possibly with 

updated information, are required. 

 

6.5 Website navigation 

It would be helpful if the calendar page contained links to go directly to the Pavilion and Hall booking 

information on the website. PF will add links to the calendar page. 

 

7 Membership of this committee 

Possible new members were discussed. It was felt the the committee is generally big enough, but it would 

be useful to have someone with social media experience to drive a council social media (probably 

Facebook) presence. EP agreed to draft a piece for the website News Desk asking for any volunteers. 

 

8 Provision of an electronic display screen at the hall 

KS proposed installing an electronic display screen in the main hall, which could be updated remotely with 

news of upcoming events.  

It was generally felt that whilst an adaptable display could be useful in the right location, the hall was not 

the best place due to lack of footfall, security of the system and lack of anyone on site to turn it on and off. 

A time switch would not be suitable as the system would need to be password protected on startup. It was 

suggested that perhaps such a system in the shop would work better, but that the shop have limited space 

available. 

It was agreed that this proposal should not be taken forward at this time. 

9 Other issues which this committee could address 

The main thing which could be a longer term project would be development of a social media presence for 

the council. See item 7. 

10 To confirm date and time of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting of this committee will be held on Monday 17th August 2020 @ 7:00pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 8:40pm 

 

 

Signed as a correct record at the following meeting: …………………………………….. 

Action: KS / Playing 

Fields Committee 

Action: PF 

Action: EP 
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